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Modern Fears, Ancient Wisdom
Three Questions, Three Fears, One Unchanging God
A Big Flock Problem
A man in St. Petersburg, Florida sits in a lawn chair on his own property holding up a piece of cardboard on a pole - not a protest sign, just a shield, angled to block a nearby camera from recording his comings and goings. He's not alone. Across more than three dozen states, people have taken saws, paint, and even trucks to the automatic license-plate readers that quietly photograph, catalog, and store the movements of every car that passes.
"My biggest concern is I don't want people to know where I go and when I go. That's my business, not anyone else's," one Florida resident told a reporter this month.
That's the world we're living in now. Facial recognition can pick a stranger's face out of a crowd. A car's own GPS can log where it parked last night. And it isn't only the cameras. The same week Americans are cutting down surveillance poles, grocery shoppers are watching food prices climb roughly three percent over last year, with consumer confidence about the economy sitting near an all-time low. Add to that the quieter fear nobody puts on a protest sign - the phone call from a doctor's office, the test result that changes everything.
Surveillance. Scarcity. Sickness. Three fears, and every one of them feels distinctly modern - as if no generation before ours ever had to wonder who was watching, whether the money would stretch, or whether the body would hold up. But none of these fears are actually new. Only the delivery method is. Every generation has faced fear wearing a different mask. Ours happens to come with cameras, price tags, and diagnoses attached. The mask changes - the cure doesn't. Here are three questions worth asking, and the ancient answers that still hold.
Fear One: The Watching Machines
If a license-plate reader can track your car across town, if facial recognition can pick you out of a crowd, and if the GPS in your dashboard already knows where you slept last night, is there anywhere left that's truly private, truly safe?
It's a fair question. Flock cameras, facial recognition, GPS tracking - none of it is going away, and pretending otherwise isn't wisdom. But Scripture already answered this question long before the first camera existed. David wrote that God had searched him and known him completely, that even the darkness isn't dark to Him:
"O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. Even the darkness is not dark to You" (Psalm 139:1-2, 12)
The uncomfortable truth is that man's surveillance is late to the party - a pale, clumsy copy of what God has always seen and always known. That's not a threat, it's the whole point. The God who already knows every mile you've driven and every word before it's on your tongue is the same God who says:
"Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand" (Isaiah 41:10)
And Paul reminded Timothy that fear was never something God handed His children in the first place:
"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind" (2 Timothy 1:7)
Technology can catalog where you've been. It has no power over where you're going, and it has no access to the part of you that actually matters. Corrie ten Boom, who spent her own life watched by a government far more hostile than an algorithm, put it simply:
"Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God" - Corrie ten Boom
The cameras can log a face. They can't touch a soul that's already hidden in Christ.
Fear Two: The Widening Gap
When the price of groceries climbs faster than your paycheck and every newscast seems to be warning of the next downturn, how do you keep from living in constant financial dread?
Economic pressure is real, and Scripture never asks anyone to pretend it isn't. What Scripture does insist on is where the burden of provision actually rests. Jesus pointed to the birds and the flowers and made the case plainly:
"Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? ... Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' ... your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things" (Matthew 6:26, 31-32)
Paul, writing from a jail cell with no financial security of his own, made a promise he had no earthly right to make - unless it wasn't really his promise to keep:
"And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19)
And David, looking back over a long life, said he'd never once seen God's promise fail:
"I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, Nor his descendants begging bread" (Psalm 37:25)
Jesus Himself gave the condition attached to that promise - provision follows priority, not the other way around:
"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you" (Matthew 6:33)
Chuck Swindoll has said it about as directly as it can be said:
"Provision is God's responsibility, not ours. We are merely called to commit what we have - even if it's no more than a sack lunch" - Chuck Swindoll
Budgeting wisely and worrying constantly are not the same thing. One is stewardship. The other is a refusal to believe the promise.
Fear Three: The Failing Body
When the diagnosis comes back different than you hoped, or your body starts failing you in ways it never has before, where do you turn?
This is the fear that eventually finds everyone. Scripture doesn't promise believers an exemption from sickness - it promises a presence in the middle of it. David didn't write the twenty-third Psalm from a hospital bed, but he wrote it for one:
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me" (Psalm 23:4)
Paul asked God three times to remove a physical affliction he never names, and the answer he got wasn't healing - it was something sturdier:
"My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9)
Joni Eareckson Tada, who has lived more than fifty years as a quadriplegic, put words to that same tension between the healing we ask for and the presence we're given:
"He has chosen not to heal me, but to hold me. The more intense the pain, the closer His embrace" - Joni Eareckson Tada
And Billy Graham, who spent his final years battling Parkinson's, never let a failing body change his footing:
"Anxiety and fear are like baby tigers: the more you feed them, the stronger they grow" - Billy Graham
A body can fail. The promise underneath it doesn't.
Taking Inventory
Notice what these three fears have in common. Surveillance fear is really a question of who sees you. Scarcity fear is really a question of who provides for you. Sickness fear is really a question of who holds you when your own strength runs out. Every one of them, at bottom, is a question about God - whether He's watching, whether He cares, and whether He's still able. Scripture's answer to all three is the same name: the God who sees, the God who provides, the God who heals.
That's not a coincidence. It's the whole reason the ancient answers still work on modern fears - they were never aimed at cameras, inflation, or diagnoses in the first place. They were aimed at the oldest fear there is: the suspicion that we're alone and unwatched-over in a world that can hurt us. Every generation dresses that suspicion in its own costume. Ours happens to wear a lens, a price tag, and a hospital gown.
So take inventory. Which of these three has the tightest grip on you right now - the watching, the wanting, or the wondering if your body will hold? Whichever it is, don't manage it. Bring it to the One who already sees further than any camera, already owns more than any bank, and already holds more power than any disease. Corrie ten Boom said it as well as anyone: 
"When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don't throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit still and trust the engineer."
The tunnel is real. So is the Engineer. Ancient wisdom was never outdated - it was just waiting for a generation afraid enough to need it again.
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