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The Eclipse Spoke Twice
What Amanda Grace and Joseph Z Both Saw in the Sky
The Sign Itself
Today, August 12th, 2026, three heavenly events lined up on the same day for the first time in recorded modern astronomical history: a six-planet parade involving Jupiter, Mercury, Mars, Uranus, Saturn, and Neptune, a total solar eclipse, and the peak of the Perseid meteor shower, all falling on a new moon. Journalist Michael Snyder was the one who put the number on it, writing that the odds of all three events converging on a single day are roughly one in several hundred million. That article became the shared starting point for two very different prophetic voices - Amanda Grace and Joseph Z - who each looked at the same sky and drew very different conclusions. Before we get to either of them, it's worth asking the question the Bible itself invites us to ask. Genesis 1:14 tells us the heavens were placed there for exactly this purpose - Genesis 1:14 says the lights in the sky were given for signs and seasons. So the question isn't whether God can speak through the heavens. He can, and He has throughout Scripture. The question is what He's actually saying, and that's where discernment has to do its work.
Amanda Grace: The Sign as Political Metaphor
Amanda Grace of Ark of Grace Ministries didn't focus on the rarity of the convergence at all. Her attention went straight to the word itself. In her broadcast, she connected the timing of the eclipse to what she called a socialist democratic Islam merger rising in American politics, pointing specifically to the growing prominence of democratic-socialist figures such as New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani. Her hook was linguistic - she highlighted political commentary describing the establishment Democratic Party as being potentially eclipsed by the rising Democratic Socialists of America, treating the literal celestial eclipse as an echo of that political language. In other words, Grace's reading is symbolic and topical. The sky isn't the message so much as the wordplay is - the eclipse becomes a picture for one specific, current political storyline, and her application is immediate rather than long-range.
Joseph Z: The Sign as a Prophetic Marker
Joseph Z took the same Snyder article and went a different direction entirely. Rather than reading a word, he read the rarity of the event itself as evidence. His anchor verse was Habakkuk 1:5, which he read aloud on the broadcast: "Look among the nations and watch - be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days which you would not believe, though it were told you."
For Joseph Z, the convergence itself - not any political wordplay - is the sign that something the culture would find unbelievable is coming this year. But he doesn't stop there. He builds the sign into a sequence: A coming shaking, drawn from Hebrews 12:26-27, which he frames as God's way of waking a Church he describes as largely asleep, not as a warning meant to produce fear.
A pre-existing prophetic thread about cultural and religious conflict on American soil, which he connects to an earlier word from his own mentor about coming unrest, and which he places on a roughly two-year timeline. A separate vision for the fall - a struck rod producing sparks - which he ties to a longstanding personal prophecy about a partial resolution of the national debt.
So where Grace's application is narrow and immediate, Joseph Z's is structural. He treats August 12th as the opening marker of a multi-month prophetic season he says he was already building toward, with the shaking, the cultural conflict, and the fall vision all hanging off the same thread.


Watching Well
Scripture never tells us to stop watching the heavens. Luke 21:25 puts signs in the sun, moon, and stars right alongside the other markers Jesus gave His disciples for the last days, and the pattern holds throughout Scripture - a star over Bethlehem, darkness at the crucifixion, the sun and moon Joel describes turning before the day of the Lord. So the instinct both Grace and Joseph Z are working from isn't a wrong one. God has used the sky before, and He can use it again. This matters here because a rare sky event and a correct interpretation of that event are two different claims. The rarity is verifiable - astronomers can calculate it. Grace's reading rises or falls on whether the political shift she's describing actually unfolds the way she frames it. Joseph Z's reading rises or falls on whether the shaking, the conflict he describes, and the fall developments he saw actually arrive on the timeline he gave. Keep in mind that prophecy is given to prepare us, not scare us.
Where This Leaves Us
So where does that leave us with August 12th? The convergence was real, and rare, and worth noticing - Genesis 1:14 tells us that's exactly what the heavens are for. What isn't settled yet is which read of it, if either, was actually hearing from God. That's not a verdict to hand down from a script. It's a question every believer is equipped to sit with personally, holding both words up against Scripture and against time. I can see both pointing out to us what God is doing both in the political and spiritual realms. And both Grace and Joseph Z have good track records. That being said, take the encouragement Scripture offers here. Luke 21:28 says that when these things begin to happen, we're to look up and lift up our heads, because our redemption draws near. Not shrink back. Not chase every sign in fear. Look up. Whatever the sky was saying on August 12th, the God who set it in motion hasn't changed, and He's still worth watching for.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV).
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