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Apostle or Alarm?
Who Is Kathryn Krick?
Viral, Divisive, and Impossible to Ignore
I've noticed Kathryn Krick showing up more and more in my own social media feeds lately, and most of what's crossing my timeline has been critical - warnings, red flags, accusations of a false ministry. That's not just a feeling - on July 28, 2026, "kathryn krick" cracked the US national trending keyword list, landing at number 28 alongside major news stories of the day. Her older viral clips have been resurfacing and racking up fresh attention too - IBTimes UK reported that footage from a May book signing resurfaced in mid-July and pulled in millions of views across TikTok, Instagram, and Facebook. Before I brought any of it to you, I sat with it and prayed about it. And what I felt led to address wasn't just Krick herself, but the broader theological quandaries her ministry has brought back to the surface - questions about the apostle title, about tying giving to healing, and about how we discern genuine manifestations of the Spirit from something else. Over the last several weeks, you've probably seen the videos yourself. A woman places her hand on someone's shoulder, and within seconds they're on the floor - shaking, crying out, sometimes convulsing - while a crowd cheers and shouts praises to God. The woman is Kathryn Krick, and she's become one of the most talked-about figures in charismatic Christianity today. To her supporters, what's happening in these videos is a genuine, Spirit-led outpouring - people testify to real healing, real deliverance, real encounters with God. To her critics, including respected voices within the church, it raises serious red flags about spiritual manipulation, unbiblical claims, and money. Both sides deserve a fair hearing before we reach any conclusions. In this series, we're going to lay out who she is, what her supporters and her critics are each saying, and then test the two biggest issues at the center of the storm - the title she uses for herself, and the manifestations themselves - against Scripture and against church history. This lesson is simply the groundwork: who she is, and what's happened.
From Presbyterian Roots to a Los Angeles Pulpit
Krick is 35 years old and leads Five-Fold Church, known as 5F Church, in Los Angeles. She was raised in a Presbyterian church and has said she "never remember[ed] a single day doubting that Jesus is my Lord and Savior," though she says she didn't understand what a personal relationship with God looked like until later in life, according to her interview with Charisma Magazine. She originally moved to Los Angeles to pursue acting and singing, a detail multiple outlets, including Newsweek and ChurchLeaders, have reported on. Nine years ago, 5F Church began simply as a worship night in the city.
The Anointing from Tanzania
The turning point in Krick's own account came in 2016, at a conference where a minister named GeorDavie was preaching. Shortly afterward, GeorDavie prophesied over her that she was called to be an apostle - and, according to Deseret News, that she was chosen by God to bring an anointing to America and lead a revival there. Krick calls GeorDavie her "spiritual father," using the terms "daddy" and "baba." She later traveled to Tanzania, where GeorDavie poured oil on her head on stage, an act she describes as imparting the anointing and the power to heal others onto her. GeorDavie runs his own ministry, GeorDavie Ministries International, which describes itself as commissioned to carry "the fire of Apostolic and Prophetic Global Revival across the nations."
Going Viral
Krick's public rise wasn't overnight. She spent time preaching to small crowds in Los Angeles parks before, as she told Charisma, a breakthrough arrived in early 2021: a 59-second video of testimonies and prayer suddenly exploded online, generating more than a million views. From there her following grew into the millions - The Mirror put her Instagram following above half a million and her TikTok following near 272,000, while her Facebook page today shows over 600,000 likes. Her church says its reach now touches over 170 nations, with people traveling from around the world to attend services in Los Angeles or her Revival Events and Conferences elsewhere. She has authored three books, most recently Ignite Revival.
The Houston Firestorm
The controversy that's made Krick a household name even outside charismatic circles came this summer. While promoting Ignite Revival at a Houston bookstore, video captured more than two hundred attendees approaching Krick to have their books signed - and, one after another, falling to the ground, shaking, or convulsing as she prayed over and spoke to them. Krick captioned the footage "God's power is not limited to the four walls of a church," per ChurchLeaders' reporting. The clips spread rapidly, and within days, Christian commentators and outlets from IBTimes UK to Jubilee Cast were asking the same question: revival, or something else? A follow-up video from a birthday celebration, showing followers bowing before her, added more fuel, with some outlets describing the devotion shown to her as cult-like. Krick's supporters see these scenes as clear evidence of God moving; her critics see a troubling warning sign. Voices like Charisma Magazine and Bishop Alan DiDio have given her a sympathetic hearing, while commentators including Allie Beth Stuckey, Mike Winger, and Chris Rosebrough have gone public with sharp warnings - names we'll return to in Lesson Two. We're not settling that argument in this lesson - we're laying out the facts so we can weigh both sides fairly in the lessons ahead.
Not the First Time
It's worth saying plainly: none of this is new. Krick is walking a road that other famous faith healers have walked before her, and the same questions were raised about them. Aimee Semple McPherson built the Angelus Temple in Los Angeles in the 1920s, drew bigger crowds than Houdini or Teddy Roosevelt, and staged healing services that made her the most publicized Protestant evangelist of her era - all while facing constant accusations of showmanship and scandal, according to PBS's American Experience. Decades later, Kathryn Kuhlman filled arenas and became a television pioneer with I Believe in Miracles, popularizing what's known as being "slain in the spirit" - and she, too, drew criticism for her lifestyle and her methods even as thousands claimed healing through her ministry, per the Missouri Encyclopedia. Kuhlman herself was influenced by McPherson. The pattern repeats: a charismatic figure, dramatic physical manifestations, massive crowds, and a running argument within the church over whether it's genuine, staged, or something in between. That history doesn't settle the question about Krick - but it does tell us this isn't a new phenomenon, and it gives us more than one example to test against Scripture as we go.
Apostle, Grift, or Genuine Move of God?
Scripture gives us both permission and responsibility here. We're told to "test all things; hold fast what is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21), and to "test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). Jesus Himself gave us the standard for weighing any ministry: "you will know them by their fruits" (Matthew 7:16). That's the posture for this whole series - not jumping to a verdict on Krick as a person, but weighing the claims, the title, and the manifestations against what God's Word actually says. We'll also hold her ministry up against the history of past revivals - Wesley, Edwards, the Quakers, Cane Ridge - to see whether what's happening today truly fits the pattern, or breaks from it. That starts in our next lesson, where we lay out the case her supporters make and the case her critics make - including her own response to each.
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