GNITN
#1283
Judge, Jury, and Executioner:
Has Christian Discernment Gone Too Far?
Online Judging
People make a lot of snap judgments these days. We do it in conversations, church lobbies, comment sections, livestream chats, stitched videos, and reaction clips. A headline sounds convincing. A preacher says something we disagree with. A prophet gives a word we do not understand. A pastor attends a meeting we think sounds strange. A Pentecostal prays in tongues. A Christian believes God still speaks prophetically. And within seconds, people can feel permission to decide the whole matter: guilty, foolish, fake, dangerous, finished. The problem is not that Christians should never discern. Scripture never calls us to be gullible. The problem is when discernment turns into public sentencing. In the age of YouTube, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, and X, many social media voices have taken it upon themselves to become judge, jury, and executioner over pastors, prophets, teachers, churches, worship leaders, and movements they disagree with. A person can be tried in the court of public opinion before anyone has prayed, listened carefully, checked the facts, followed Matthew 18:15-19, or considered whether the accusation is true. A careless judgment used to be a comment made to a few friends. Now it can become a post, reel, stitch, reaction video, thumbnail, hashtag, and pile-on watched by thousands or millions. The speed has changed, but the biblical standard has not. God still cares about truth. God still cares about mercy. God still cares about the measure we use.
Current Examples From Social Media
One current example is the online reaction to claims that pastors were privately briefed by government-related sources about UFOs, aliens, or a possible coming disclosure. Mike Winger and other Christian commentators responded publicly to those claims, with titles and posts framing the situation as embarrassing, unreliable, or a hoax. There may absolutely be a place to question extraordinary claims. Christians should not accept every viral story simply because it sounds prophetic or sensational. But the caution for us is this: when critique becomes a public takedown, the internet can move beyond testing a claim and begin mocking the people connected to it. When I read the list of people who met with these government officials I see men who are reliable and honest. Men like Allen Didio, Joseph Z, and Mike Signorelli. They aren’t known for lying and yet Winger and others are calling their version that. Publicly saying they were not telling the truth crosses a line. And that distinction matters. Saying, "I do not think this claim is supported," is different from treating the people involved as fools, frauds, or spiritual threats before the matter is carefully weighed. If something is false, it can be corrected without delighting in humiliation. If something is exaggerated, it can be challenged without turning brothers and sisters into enemies. If someone mishandled information, they can be corrected without our flesh enjoying the execution.
Speaking In Tongues And Prophecy
Another example is how Pentecostals and charismatics are often treated online when the topic of speaking in tongues comes up. Some critics speak as though tongues are automatically silly, fake, childish, foolish, or nothing more than emotional noise. Others use clips of unusual church moments to ridicule the whole movement. There is room for biblical discussion about how tongues should operate, especially because Paul gave order and instruction in 1 Corinthians 12-14. But it is one thing to test doctrine and practice; it is another to mock people for sincerely seeking God in a way their tradition believes is biblical. The same applies to Christians who believe in prophecy and modern-day prophets. Some online discernment channels warn against false prophecy, prophetic manipulation, failed predictions, and financial grifting. Those warnings can be necessary when people are being harmed. But the online format often rewards sweeping labels: "fake prophet," "heretic," "dangerous," "avoid at all costs." The danger is that a legitimate need for discernment can become a habit of condemnation. Instead of testing a word, people condemn an entire person. Instead of weighing fruit, they claim to know the root. Instead of correcting errors, they build a platform on suspicion. This is where we need fear of the Lord. If someone is abusing people, manipulating money, covering sin, or teaching another gospel, the church should not stay silent. But if someone is simply from a different stream of the Body of Christ, or if they believe in gifts we do not personally practice, or if they are exploring a strange topic with caution, we should not rush to execute their reputation. We must be careful not to call everything we do not understand deception, and not to call everyone we disagree with a wolf in sheep’s clothing.
What Is Reserved For God
Scripture reminds us that the heart is God’s territory. When Samuel was sent to anoint a king after Saul, he looked at what was visible about Jesse’s sons. But God told Samuel:
“People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7, NIV). 
That truth cuts both ways. It comforts us when we are unfairly judged, because God knows the heart. But it also warns us when we look impressive on the outside while something inside is not right, because God knows that too. Only God sees the full story. He sees motives, wounds, intentions, private repentance, hidden pride, secret obedience, manipulation, sincerity, immaturity, and growth. We can judge words and actions. We can test doctrine. We can inspect fruit. But we cannot sit on God’s throne and declare the final condition of someone’s heart.
What We Can And Should Judge
Some people quote Matthew 7:1, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged,” as if Jesus meant Christians should never discern, correct, or confront. But other passages show that correction is sometimes necessary. Matthew 18:15 says that if a brother sins, we should go and point it out. James 5:19-20 speaks of bringing back someone who has wandered from the truth. Nathan confronted David over his sin. Paul corrected public error when the gospel was at stake. So the issue is not whether judgment exists. The issue is what kind of judgment we are using. Is it truthful? Is it fair? Is it humble? Is it patient? Is it aimed at restoration? Is it based on firsthand knowledge or a clipped video? Is it spoken with tears or with a smirk? Is it following Scripture, or is it feeding the algorithm?
The Difference Between Discernment And Condemnation
Biblical discernment says, “Let’s test this by Scripture.” Condemnation says, “I already know who you are.” Discernment says, “This teaching is dangerous, and people need to be warned.” Condemnation says, “This person is worthless, fake, and beyond redemption.” Discernment checks the fruit. Condemnation claims to know the root. Discernment seeks truth. Condemnation enjoys the takedown. A Christian may need to warn others about false teaching, spiritual abuse, financial manipulation, sexual sin, or public deception. Silence is not always love. But even when correction is necessary, we are still called to measure carefully. We do not get to lie in order to defend the truth. We do not get to mock in order to protect holiness. We do not get to destroy reputations because we enjoy being right. The Lord can expose what needs to be exposed without our flesh adding fire to the altar.
How We Measure
The clue comes right after Jesus’ warning: 
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:1-2, NIV). 
Every time we judge, we are declaring a standard. When we make quick, harsh, careless, or self-righteous judgments, we are announcing the kind of measuring cup we are willing to live under.
That should sober us. Before we repost an accusation, we should ask: Would I want people to judge me this quickly? Before we label someone a false prophet, a heretic, or a fraud, we should ask: Have I tested this fairly? Before we join the pile-on, we should ask: Am I helping restore truth, or am I enjoying public punishment? Think of it like sowing and reaping. The measure we sow in judgment, mercy, and correction shapes what we experience in return. If we sow fairness, restraint, patience, and truth, we reap the fruit of that spirit. If we sow snap assumptions, harsh labels, and public humiliation, that harvest comes back too.
A Practical Pause Before We Speak
Before correcting someone publicly, it may help to pause and ask: Do I know the full context? Have I listened past the clip? Is this a doctrinal issue, a character issue, a safety issue, a personality difference, a political disagreement, or a misunderstanding? Have I prayed for this person? Is there a private or biblical path that should come first? Am I speaking because love requires it, or because outrage rewards me? This does not mean we ignore wolves. It means we do not become wolves while claiming to protect sheep. It does not mean we excuse sin. It means we handle sin with fear of the Lord. It does not mean every prophet or preacher is above correction. It means every correction must be weighed by the Word, the Spirit, and the measure Jesus warned us about.
The Golden Rule
Let’s apply the Golden Rule to our judgments: if we want to be judged fairly, we should judge fairly. If we want to be given grace, we should give grace. If we want people to slow down, check the facts, understand our heart, and hear the whole story before speaking against us, then we should be willing to do the same for others. This matters even more in a world where a comment can be posted in seconds, a video can be shared without context, and someone’s reputation can be damaged before the truth ever has a chance to be heard. Correction may sometimes be necessary, but careless accusation is not correction. Discernment is not the same as suspicion. Contending for truth does not give us permission to abandon love, humility, patience, or fairness. Before we open our mouths, post a comment, share a video, repeat a rumor, or correct a brother or sister, may God help us consider carefully what standard we are declaring. Are we measuring with mercy, or with pride? Are we seeking restoration, or are we trying to win an argument? Are we speaking as servants of Christ, or as self-appointed judges over His servants? The measure we use matters. The spirit we carry matters. The seeds we sow with our words matter. So before we judge, let us pause. Before we accuse, let us measure. Before we speak, let us pray. And when we must correct, may we do it with truth, grace, humility, and the fear of the Lord. My advice? Pause. Measure. Sow wisely.
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