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Women In Ministry
Does the Bible support women in ministry and spiritual leadership?
· Yes. Both the Old and New Testaments affirm women in significant ministry roles. The document highlights examples such as Miriam, a prophet (Exodus 15:20), Deborah, a prophet and judge who led Israel (Judges 4–5), and Huldah, a prophet consulted by King Josiah (2 Kings 22:14–20). In the New Testament, women like Priscilla, Phoebe, and Junia served as coworkers, deacons, and even apostles (Romans 16:1–7). These examples demonstrate God’s affirmation of women in leadership.
· Exodus 15:20; Judges 4–5; 2 Kings 22:14–20; Romans 16:1–7; Acts 21:8–9.
Does Genesis teach that women are subordinate because Eve was created after Adam?
· No. The document explains that the Hebrew word for “helper” (ʿēzer) used for Eve never implies subordination. In fact, the same word is most often used for God as Israel’s helper. Eve was created as one “corresponding to” (kenegdo) Adam, meaning a partner, not an inferior.
· Genesis 2:18–25; Exodus 18:4; Deuteronomy 33:7, 26.
Do Paul’s writings prohibit women from speaking or leading in the church?
· Not universally. The document explains that Paul’s statements in 1 Corinthians 14:34–36 and 1 Timothy 2:12 address specific local problems, not universal bans. Paul himself permitted and affirmed women who prayed, prophesied, and labored alongside him in ministry (1 Corinthians 11:5; Romans 16). Thus, these passages must be interpreted in context and in conjunction with his broader practice of welcoming women leaders.
· 1 Corinthians 11:5; 1 Corinthians 14:34–36; 1 Timothy 2:11–12; Romans 16:1–12.
Does the New Testament teach that spiritual gifts are given only to men?
· No. Spiritual gifts are given to all believers, without gender distinction. The outpouring of the Spirit includes “your sons and daughters will prophesy” (Joel 2:28–29; Acts 2:17–18). Women in the New Testament—such as Philip’s daughters—exercised prophetic gifts, which are forms of authoritative ministry. The Spirit distributes gifts for ministry based on calling, not gender.
· Joel 2:28–29; Acts 2:16–18; Acts 21:9; 1 Corinthians 12:4–11.
Does Galatians 3:28 apply to ministry roles, or only to salvation?
· The document affirms that Galatians 3:28 reflects a universal Kingdom principle that removes barriers of race, class, and gender among believers. While it certainly applies to salvation, it also establishes the theological foundation for equality in all aspects of Christian life, including ministry.
· Galatians 3:28; Romans 2:11; Acts 10:34.
