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Justice, Vengeance, and the Death of Charlie Kirk
Heated Opinions
When we look at previous assassinations it always sparks controversy and also it brings out cries for revenge by their followers. It is human nature after all to want the guilty party or parties to pay for their crimes, but in the instance of a popular figure the adherents feel justified in wanting strong actions taken. To many who followed Charlie Kirk the cries of the death penalty for the suspect Tyler Robinson are filling the airwaves even before he was charged. Rumors that US President Donald Trump was going to mandate the death penalty were also circulating the same day Kirk was assassinated. Kirk was a lightening rod of attention both for and against his views. And in his death, we’re still seeing people jumping for joy at the news and a whole lot of other people vociferously decrying these less than caring critics. But for those of us who are Christians there is a debate about what should happen to the person or people involved with the killing of Kirk and even how we should respond to those who are stoking the flames of public discourse. The whole environment is heated and shows no signs of cooling off. If you are a Christian there are some things the Bible has to say about the difference between vengeance and justice and we would do well to study them now.
Defining Our Terms
To understand the differences between revenge and justice let’s start with vengeance. It is a personal, often emotional act of retaliation. It’s usually driven by anger, pride, or the desire to “get even.” From a Bible stand point a few verses, one from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament:
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’” (Rom 12:19, ESV)
“Do not say, ‘I will repay evil’; wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you.” (Prov 20:22, ESV)
So vengeance put me in the place of God as we try to settle the proverbial score using my standards. This of course can also be a group standard as well. Justice, on the other hand is defined as the fair, impartial upholding of what is right according to God’s law and character. Here are two Bible verses on this, again from both Testaments:
What does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8, ESV)
The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice.” (Deut 32:4, ESV)
The goal of justice is to restore order and reflects God’s holiness. Vengeance is fueled by our emotions and wanting to get even whereas justice is the opposite and is not fueled by anger by God’s righteousness. The core difference is that vengeance is personal retribution - trying to punish others out of hurt or anger. Justice is God’s righteous order - what is fair, impartial, and morally right according to His standards. This is why the Scriptures tell us to pursue justice (Isaiah 1:17) but to leave vengeance to God (Romans 12:19). Human vengeance corrupts, but God’s justice is perfect.
 
Bible Examples
From the beginning of Scripture, God distinguishes between human vengeance, which is driven by pride and anger, and divine justice, which is rooted in His righteousness and mercy. Several biblical stories illustrate this contrast. First we have Cain who to personal vengeance on his brother Abel in Genesis 4:3–15. Cain’s jealousy of Abel’s offering led him to murder his brother:
“And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him” (Genesis 4:8, ESV).
This act was not justice but one of personal vengeance. Instead of submitting to God’s counsel (“sin is crouching at the door… but you must rule over it,” v.7), Cain took matters into his own hands. God’s response was not immediate execution, but mercy mixed with justice: He marked Cain for protection (v.15), showing vengeance belongs to Him alone. Turning to Samson where this judge showed how the lines between vengeance and justice can get blurred (Judges 15:6–8; 16:28–30, ESV). Samson frequently acted out of personal anger. When betrayed by his wife’s family, he retaliated:
“And Samson said to them, ‘If this is what you do, I swear I will be avenged on you, and after that I will quit.’ And he struck them hip and thigh with a great blow…” (Judges 15:7–8, ESV).
Later, blinded by the Philistines, Samson prayed:
“O Lord GOD, please remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes” (Judges 16:28, ESV).
While God granted the strength, Samson’s motive mixed personal vengeance with God’s broader purpose of delivering Israel. This shows how human revenge is often imperfect, even when God works through it.
Justice Over Vengeance 
David twice had the chance to kill Saul, who unjustly sought his life. His men urged him:
(see 1 Samuel 24:4–7; 26:9–11, ESV) when they advised David to take the life of Saul
“Here is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand’” (1 Samuel 24:4, ESV).
But David restrained himself:
“The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put out my hand against him” (1 Samuel 24:6, ESV).
Again later, David declared:
“Do not destroy him, for who can put out his hand against the LORD’s anointed and be guiltless?” (1 Samuel 26:9, ESV).
David recognized that killing Saul would be vengeance, not justice. He trusted God to judge Saul in His timing, modeling faith in divine justice. As we know God dealt with Saul His own way and in His own time.
Let God Judge
Jesus addressed the misuse of the Old Testament principle “an eye for an eye” (Exodus 21:24, ESV), which was meant to guide court justice, not personal vendettas. He said:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matthew 5:38–39, ESV).
The Apostle Paul echoed this teaching when he wrote:
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord’” (Romans 12:19, ESV).
Here, Jesus clarified that vengeance is never the believer’s role. Instead, we’re called to mirror His mercy, leaving judgment in His hands. However, it can get frustrating when the justice system isn’t used fairly and is instead corrupt. What do we do then? When judges and rulers are corrupt, the Christian is faced with a difficult question: how do we respond when those entrusted with justice fail to uphold it? Scripture gives us a clear path - one that requires both patience and courage. First, we remember that God is the ultimate Judge. Isaiah reminds us, “For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is our king; he will save us” (Isaiah 33:22, ESV). Earthly courts may fail, but the heavenly court never will. Abraham asked, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” (Genesis 18:25, ESV). This assurance anchors us: even when justice is delayed here, it is not denied in eternity.
Don’t Take Justice Into Your Own Hands
Second, Christians are warned not to take justice into their own hands. Our instinct might be to retaliate, but as we’ve heard before, Paul’s words in Romans stand firm: “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord’” (Romans 12:19, ESV). Human vengeance only deepens the wound. Justice belongs to God, and vengeance is His prerogative, not ours. But are we to just stay silent? No,
While the courts of human justice move often slower than we like it does not mean Christians remain silent in the face of corruption. We are called to seek justice by lawful and righteous means. The Apostle Paul himself, when wrongfully accused, exercised his right to appeal to Caesar (Acts 25:10–11). And as another Bible verse we cited earlier the prophet Isaiah exhorts us: “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression” (Isaiah 1:17, ESV). When possible, Christians should use every righteous avenue - appeals, accountability, and advocacy - to resist injustice and uphold truth. And that definitely includes social media lest you think I didn’t consider that. 
God Is In Control
Yet, while we pursue justice, we must also stand firm without compromise. Corrupt systems often pressure believers to join them or to turn a blind eye. But the apostles declared, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29, ESV). Isaiah pronounced a woe over judges who “acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of his right” (Isaiah 5:23, ESV). To remain faithful, Christians cannot participate in corruption, even when silence or compliance might seem easier. In the meantime, we are called to pray. Prayer is not a retreat from action but an appeal to the highest court of heaven. The martyrs in Revelation cried out, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Revelation 6:10, ESV). Paul urged Timothy to “pray for kings and all who are in high positions” (1 Timothy 2:2, ESV). We pray both for justice to prevail and for unjust leaders to repent before judgment falls. Finally, our ultimate hope is in the final judgment of Christ. However strong the corruption may seem, no unjust ruler will escape the reckoning of God. “He has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed” (Acts 17:31, ESV). Paul assures believers that “the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God” (2 Thessalonians 1:7–8, ESV).
Thus, the Christian endures corruption with steady faith. We trust in God’s sovereignty, refuse to take vengeance into our own hands, pursue lawful justice where possible, stand firm in righteousness, and lift our prayers to the righteous Judge. And when the courts of men falter, we rest in the unshakable promise that the courts of heaven will not.
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